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The Land possessions of Mitoku-san Sanbutsu-ji: Comparative Analysis of Land books in the Edo period
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The Land possessions of Mitoku-san Sanbutsu-ji:
Comparative Analysis of Land books in the Edo period

Yasuko MIZUISH

Abstract: This research presents a study of the actual condition and whole picture of Mitoku-san Sanbutsu-ji in the Edo
period. Documents exist relating to territorial lands such as the mandatory survey “Jizume-cho” of the territories of Ido-
mura, Tawara-mura, and Monzen-mura, as well as the survey of cultivated lands, “Hirakiaratame-cho”. Among them, many
Hirakiaratame-cho of Monzen-mura exist and, from them, we can tell that there was a constant clearing of land during the
Edo period. Although there are records that indicate a small area of farmland in the large territory of Ido-mura, we can say
that, for Sanbutsu-ji, invaluable lands were developed as much as possible to maintain the 100 koku central area of Monzen-
mura. The land register indicates a decrease of farmland in Ido-mura, where much of its land was temple’s territory. Large
areas of Ido-mura was territorial land, and the land register indicates that its farmland was decreasing. However, there are no
records of this increase and decrease according to village registers. On paper, although the territory is 100 koku, it is clear
that land was accumulated through the cultivation of land on a small scale.

Key words: Mitoku-san, Sanbutsu-ji, Land possessions, Hirakiaratame-cho, Land register, Edo period
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