
By Izakaya Matsumoto
The Traveler in Black

Part 1：The Terror of Wind

Tap
Tap

Whoosh

Swoosh

Whoosh

Whoosh

Whoosh

Whoosh

Gosh!
It’s
so
windy!!

Aahh!!

fw
ap
pa

Whoosh

Flap

Flap

Flap

Whoosh

Whoosh
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Part 2：The Chosen Road
Whenever
I come to
know a
creature

I had
enough
of
that...

so I went 
on my way 
and started 
traveling

Ｈ
ａ
ｗ 

ｈ
ａ
ｗ 

ｈ
ａ
ｗ
…

Clatter
clatter 

Clatter

Even if
I run away,
I can’t
escape
who I am.

That
was
quick

thunk

You’re
dead
already?

I seem
to
take
its life.
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Part 3：The Grim Reaper’s Advice

Slit

Ａ 

ｃ
ｕ
ｔ 
ｗ
ｒ
ｉ
ｓ
ｔ
！！

Aah!
The grim
reaper!!

bamf

Drip
drip

The blood
is
dripping...
and
you’re
wasting
it all.

The big
red bus
is in
the
nearby
   park.

Don’t
you
like
donating
blood?

It’s
OK.
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Part 4：Reasoning

Why
did
you
cut
your
wrist?

The first 
time I was
serious.
Now I do it 
just for the
sake of it.

Squeak

Squeak

Squeak

Just
for
the
sake
of
it?

Ｙ
ｅ
ａ
ｈ

Here’s
an
apple

Ta-da
Slice

So do we just cut
the apple and
leave it “just for
the sake of it”?
How do you think
the apple feels?Ｉ 

ｄ
ｕ
ｎ
ｎ
ｏ

Squeak

Squeak

Squeak

drop
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Part 5：Words of Farewell

Oink

Let’s
go

Oink

O-i-n-k

On this planet,
we can’t seem to go
on living without
taking the life of
something else.

He’s now on
his way to
meet his end.
Say something
to him.

Piggy...
Piggy

Take
c-a-r-e!!
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Part 6：Guilt and Punishment of Others
I was in the
JK business
and got into
drugs in the red 
light district...
I tried quitting
but people
around me
lured me
back into it.

………
………
………

………
………
………

………
………
………

Aren’t
you going 
to say 
something?

Sniffle

It’s not 
for me 
to blame 
others.
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Part 7：Second Thoughts

And your 
phimosis 
will be 
exposed
to 
everyone

I’ve
changed
my mind

Your anus
will be seen,
aired in
the media

They’ll take 
your body
to the morgue
Then they’ll do
an autopsy

What?

I’m going 
to jump 
and die
I’m going 
to make 
those 
bullies 
pay!!

I wouldn’t
do that.
You’ll be
the one 
regretting it.
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Part 8：Bullying

How 
can I 
stop this 
bullying?

Um...
How 
about...

forming an 
anti-bullying 
club with other 
victims of 
bullying?

That way you can 
confront bullies 
together.
…………
What do you think?

There’s 
already 
an anti-
bullying 
club

and I’m 
being 
bullied in 
that club

Sounds 
complicated....
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Part 9：Even up the Odds
Ｗ
ｈ
ａ
ｔ
？

Squish

Oh
no!

Ugh!!
Just
my
luck

It’s
gum

Ｇ
ｏ
ｏ
ｏ
〜
ｏ
ｏ
ｅ
ｙ

I
could
get
it
off

Ta-da

How
is
it??

It’s 
still 
sweet!!

So
you
do
have
some
luck

Chew
Chew
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Part 10：Parting
We’ll
have
to say
goodbye
now.

If you
stay
longer
with me, 
your lives 
will be 
shortened.

Ｇ
ｏ
ｏ
ｄ
ｂｙ
ｅ

Ｂ
ｙ
ｅGo to 

school 
now. 
OK?

Bye-
bye

Clank

Clank

CR
AS

H

Oh dear!!
Now
they
can’t
go to
school
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Part 11： Homeless
I caught 
these carps 
and grilled 
them with 
miso paste

The 
grilled 
fish with 
miso 
tastes 
great

Munch  
munch

You’ve
still got 
your skills. 
You were 
a chef 
right?

How...
how
do 
you
know 
about 
me?

The grim reaper 
knows everything
You know....
your ex-wife did a 
great job raising 
your kid.
Now she’s
married and is 
living a very 
happy life

Is... is that...
so?
That’s good.
She’s happy.
I’m relieved
to hear that.

I was 
thinking 
about 
it for a 
long 
time

  Yeah.
 So
don’t cry 
stinking 
fish!

You 
mean 
carp 
on? 
Ha!
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Part 12：Homeless continued
Will 
you be 
staying 
for a 
while?

You’ve 
been 
feeling 
lonely 
since the 
divorce

What in 
the...?!!
Is that 
ME?!!

You fell 
in the 
river 
and died 
3 days 
ago.

Shuh......shuh...

aaugh

I died 
3 days 
ago....

Turn

You have 
something 
to 
tell me.
What 
is it?

I was 
constipated 
for a 
week.

Gosh! 
That 
would’ve 
been 
tough.

ba
bb
le
 

ba
bb
le
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Part 13：Epilogue of the Beginning
Where...
Where 
are we 
going 
now?You’re 

going to 
the world of 
nothingness.

For a very, 
very long
time, you’ll be 
wandering.

Well,
if you’re 
lucky,
you might 
transmigrate

This is 
where 
we say 
goodbye
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This is 
where 
the real 
journey 
begins.

Thump
Thump

You
poor
stray
dog.
Come
here

What
do you
really
want?
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