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PUBLIC JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL FOUNDATION AND REORGANIZAITION BY MUNICIPAL MERGER IN
THE SHOWA PERIOD IN TOTTORI PREFECTURE

;(f:EH EE] %ﬂﬁ\*’ [:I:l [E‘ LE\:}\**, :;élqj':j(*** ﬁ':'% EH****’ ‘Fﬁf%%*****
Tomohisa HOSODA Mahito NAKAZONO Ryota MITANI Akira USHIJIMA and Reiko SHIMOKURA

This paper aims to analyze the reorganization process of public junior high schools in Tottori Prefecture in the Chugoku region. After
World War II, new junior high schools were established in many municipalities by the reform of the school education system. But
many of these were consolidated as the great Showa mergers period took place in the middle of 1950s. The Tottori Prefectural Board of
Education encouraged shared schools with a couple of municipalities in order to maintain ideal school size that was more than 600
students per school. A consolidation of junior high schools was nearly completed in the early stages of the 1970s, no major changes in

school numbers has been seen in the following years.

Keywords : Public Junior High School, School Foundation, Merger of Town and Village, Amalgamation and Reorganization, Tottori Prefecture
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1. Introduction

After World War II, new junior high schools were established in many municipalities by the reform of the school
education system. Later, at the time of implementing the municipal merger of Showa, many of these new junior
high schools were consolidated.

2. Purpose

This paper addresses the reorganization process of public junior high schools in the Tottori Prefecture. This
paper considers that the local government finished the consolidation of junior high schools in the first half of the
1970s and organized a new junior high establishment status that were implemented in 1947. This paper aims to
clarify the relationship between the municipal merger and the consolidation of junior high schools in Showa in each
municipality since 1953.

3. Conclusion

After World War II, the Tottori Prefecture had many municipalities compared to the expected number for its
resident population, and many small new junior high schools were founded in 1947. In 1950, the Prefecture Board
of Education established the "junior high school maintenance strengthening of the principle matters," which
included the policy of establishing joint junior high schools that are shared by several small municipalities. The
"junior high school maintenance strengthening promotion committee" determined and encouraged the
amalgamation for 22 junior high schools. However, after enforcing the Municipal Merger Promotion Law of 1953,
small-scale municipalities were themselves amalgamated as a result of a recommendation based on a merger plan
encouraging prefecture governments. There was little relationship between the recommended municipal areas and
the catchment area of joint junior high schools, and recommendations regarding municipal mergers were
prioritized. Therefore, the "Five-Year School Reorganization Plan" of 1954 proposed the junior high school
reorganization policies that were considered the future municipal mergers.

Of the 36 municipalities that negotiated the merger agreement at the time of merging of Showa, 21
municipalities promoted the amalgamation of junior high schools in the first half of the 1970s, became each town 1
junior high school. The result of the municipal merger of Showa had a major impact on the timing and scope of the
reorganization of junior high schools. In particular, nine municipalities that wrote amalgamation of the future in
merger agreement amalgamated junior high school of all municipalities during 1956-1964, became each town 1
junior high school. In this way, the towns and villages section became the basically format of each municipality 1
junior high school that was restructured school by the municipal merger.

At that time, the Tottori Prefectural Board of Education urged the amalgamation of different schools into one
school that can be shared by more than one municipality. A consolidation of junior high schools was completed in

the early stages of the 1970s. Since then, the operation of junior high schools has been stable for over 40 years.
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