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Notes on maximum size ot the Japanese glant salamander, Andrias japonicus
from Tottor1 Pretecture, Japan
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2 Tottori Pretectural Museum, Higashi-machi 2-124, Tottori, 680-0011 Japan
¢ Division ot Environmental Biology, Shimane University, Matsue, 690-8504 Japan

Abstract: An Individual ot the Japanese giant salamander (143 cm total length; 44.3 Kg mass, male),
Andrias japonicus (Urodela: Cryptobranchidae), which 1s among the largest, died on July 20, 2003. This specimen
was the heaviest on record and Its total length was the TIfth greatest tor this species. The specimen was preserved
and Is exhibited In the Tottori Prefectural Museum, Japan.
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F1g. 1. Anndividual ot Andrias japonicus died on July 20, 2003.
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Table 1. Measurements of some morphorogical characters of the present specimen ot the Japanese
glant salamander from Tottor1 Pretecture, Japan

Date X-1945 VII-1992 20-V11-2003 15-111-2004

Start of C&,DIIVI[]/ 47years after start Date of death 8 mOﬂthS atter Tlxed
of captivity in 10% tormalin

Total length (cm) ca. 50 ca.132 143 137.0

Snout-vent length (cm) 92 88.5

Head width (cm) 29 28.5

Girth (cm) 83

Body mass (Kg) ca. 31 44.3

Italics: Data measured by amateur kKeepers ot the specimen
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Fig. 2. Exhibition of the present specimen of the Japanese
giant salamander
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