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Maeta Kanji and his “Reclining Nude”:
The relation between his style and his idea of Shajitsu
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Summary: Maeta Kanji (1896-1930) was one of the prominent Western-style painters in the early Showa period.
During his stay in France (1923-25), Maeta was influenced strongly by the Japanese communist Fukumoto Kazuo
(1894-1983) and the painter Gustave Courbet (1819-1877). Fukumoto told him about materialism and Marxism. Later
on, Maeta would come to appreciate the realism of Courbet, and began to learn more about him. After returning to
Japan, he made an effort to promulgate Shajitsu, or realism, in painting.

Maeta's Shajitsu was initially based on Courbet's materialism and realism, but it gradually transformed into his own,
unique Shajitsu. He manifested his own Shajitsu in his paintings. He also discussed it in his writings.

This paper discusses Maeta's various oil paintings, with a "reclining nude" as their motif. Since the Renaissance in
Europe, the "reclining nude" has been a well-known motif in paintings. A great number of artists have used this motif.
Maeta started using this motif in late 1924, and the theme became typical of his later works. The author emphasizes the
significance of the "reclining nude" motif in this essay.

This study examines the backgrounds and purposes of the respective paintings of Maeta's "Reclining Nude" works. By
doing so, the author tries to prove the reason why Maeta changed his style of painting frequently. The paper sheds light
on the relation between the style of the "Reclining Nude" and Maeta's idea of Shajitsu. In conclusion, this essay verifies
that Maeta's paintings of the "Reclining Nude" and later works were done in order to practice his idea of Shajitsu.
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