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The Documents of the Investigation in Ezo
by Shimada (Tani) Gentan

Mayumi YAMASHITA

Abstract: Shimada Gentan (1778-1840), a younger brother of Tani
Buncho (1763-1840), was born in Edo (now Tokyo). He was adopted
into the Shimada Family which played an important role of the
Tottori han (daimyo domain).

In 1799, Gentan visited to Hokkaido region called Ezo in Edo period
as a member of the investigation of the shogunate. He produced a lot
of documents including travelogues and sketches. These documents
are valuable to research the history of Hokkaido and Ainu culture,
however, it left untouched to classify these data.

In this study, | describe these documents and provide an overview of
his entire results of the investigation. At the same time, | would like
to add my comments on their characters and the factors why these
characters had been caused in his youth.

Keywords: Shimada (Tani) Gentan, Ezo, Tani Buncho, Maruyma
Okyo, Matsudaira Sadanobu, landscape paintings, Ainu Genre
Paintings
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