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Fish fauna and seasonal variation of subtidal fish assemblages in Uradome
coast, locating at southwestern Sea of Japan, Honshu, Japan

Toshifumi WADA"", Hiroko HARAGUCHI', and Eiji YAMASAKI*
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Abstract: Fish fauna and seasonal variation of subtidal fish assemblages were surveyed in the coastal area of Uradome,
Tottori, at southwestern Sea of Japan. A total of 66 families and 146 fish species, including 55 subtropical species (37.9%),
77 temperate species (53.1%), and 13 large area species (9.0%) except for Saurida sp.), were recorded by underwater
observation and hand-held net sampling during the research period from August 2006 to October 2013. Our results supported
that the proportion of subtropical species gradually decreased from western Kyushu along the coast of the Japan Sea. A year-
round underwater visual census of fish assemblages in the habitat revealed that the total number of fish species was lowest (14
species) during the low water temperature period (February to March) , whereas that was highest (59-62 species) during
the high water temperature period (August to September) . We also recorded the occurrence of not only juvenile subtropical
species probably died before the wintering period but cold-adapted species depending on the water temperature change. Fish
fauna for this study area was composed of more temperate than subtropical species, including large area and cold-adapted
species occurred seasonally.
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