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Records of dead Japanese giant salamanders Andrias japonicus from the Hino and
the Shiokawa Rivers between 2001 and 2006, Tottori Prefecture, Japan
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Abstract: We found and collected a total of six dead bodies of giant salamander Andrias japonicus from

the Hino and Shiokawa Rivers (5 and 1 salamanders, respectively), Tottori Prefecture, Japan. Of these, two

bodies were larvae (one larva was regurgitated by a live adult salamander and the other was found on a

concrete wall along a stream). The other four bodies were adults: one was found on the sandy coast near

the Shiokawa River's estuary after a flood, and the other three were found on land around streams. These

observations suggest that A. japonicus experience mortality through accidents (e.g., road kill) and by being

captured and consumed by terrestrial predators during overland movements. These specimens are preserved

in the Tottori Prefectural Museum.
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